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for an answer and legislate on the en-
ergy crisis. 

In the near future, we are going to 
turn to the Low-Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program—LIHEAP. This is 
one of the best programs we have ever 
done in Washington. It is a great pro-
gram. This energy crisis is difficult. If 
you are a man or a woman, a mother, 
a father and you have a job and you 
have to drive to work, there are ways, 
as difficult as it might be, that you can 
alleviate some of the burdens of high 
gas prices. You can take public trans-
portation, in some instances. You can 
carpool. There are things that can be 
done. If you are a soccer mom or dad, 
you can carpool the kids. There are 
things that can be done to work with 
this high price of gasoline: Change the 
time of the practices and do all kinds 
of things such as that. 

However, if you are a senior citizen— 
and here we are with August fast ap-
proaching and cold weather hitting 
parts of our country in October—it 
must be stark recognizing the limita-
tions of being able to heat your home. 
It is significant. If you are old and on 
a fixed income, this is very scary, and 
that is what LIHEAP is all about. 

This legislation would provide imme-
diate relief to millions of senior citi-
zens, families with children, and the 
disabled, who are struggling to pay 
their home energy bills, a crisis that 
will only worsen in the winter months 
ahead. LIHEAP has been highly suc-
cessful, but the breathtaking rise in 
energy prices is making the program 
far less able to help those in need. That 
is why this legislation is supported by 
AARP, the National Conference of 
State Legislatures, the Alliance for 
Rural America, and dozens and dozens 
of different farmers groups and con-
sumer groups and other organizations. 

I was approached by one of my Re-
publican colleagues the other day who 
said: I hope you will bring this up. We 
are going to bring this up. It is a bill 
we should pass. I hope we don’t have to 
jump through all the hoops, all the 
steps procedurally. I hope we can get 
this bill passed. The high price of oil 
and gas is making headlines. This 
LIHEAP legislation addresses those en-
ergy problems as well as the rising 
prices of propane, kerosene, natural 
gas, and electricity. 

This legislation is important now, 
when high temperatures are creating 
health risks for the elderly and people 
with disabilities. It is interesting. I 
have been told there are more homeless 
dying in the summertime than the win-
tertime because of exposure. We talk 
about the cold winters—and that is 
very important to talk about—but for 
those of us who live in the West, these 
hot summers are very difficult. Old 
people need their homes cooled. So this 
LIHEAP legislation is important now. 
It is important now as we plan to pre-
vent a major crisis that may come if 
gas prices do not fall significantly be-
fore winter. 

We are going to introduce another 
package of critical bills that have been 

blocked by mostly one Senator. As the 
Presiding Officer knows, one Senator 
can have tremendous power in the Sen-
ate. We are going to turn to a package 
of critical bills that have passed the 
House of Representatives, have cleared 
the committees in the Senate, enjoy 
overwhelming bipartisan support, and 
have been blocked by one Senator on 
occasion—sometimes two. 

A few examples of the kinds of bills 
that this one individual, or a couple of 
his friends joining with him, have pre-
vented us from passing and becoming 
law are, for example, the Emmett Till 
Unsolved Crimes bill. For people who 
lived through that era, they believe 
there is something that needs to be 
done to help heal old wounds and pro-
vide the Department of Justice and the 
FBI tools needed to effectively inves-
tigate and prosecute unsolved civil 
rights era murders. 

So I say to my friends on the other 
side of the aisle, this is important leg-
islation, and it should not be held up as 
this has been held up. This is author-
izing legislation. There is no reason in 
the world to hold this up. 

The Runaway and Homeless Youth 
bill would provide grants for health 
care, education and workforce pro-
grams and housing programs for run-
aways and homeless youth. Why 
wouldn’t we pass this? It has passed the 
House. It has been reported out of the 
committee overwhelmingly. 

The Combating Child Exploitation 
bill would provide grants to train law 
enforcement to use technology to track 
individuals who trade in child pornog-
raphy. 

On the Senate floor, we may not 
think pornography is a big issue. We 
should. Years ago, when I was a prac-
ticing attorney, one of my clients was 
Dr. O’Gorman. Dr. O’Gorman was a 
psychiatrist in Las Vegas. He was a 
prominent physician. He became presi-
dent of the State Medical Society. I 
was preparing a contract for him. We 
were waiting while the secretary typed 
the final part of it. I said to him: Doc, 
what is the biggest problem people 
come to see you about? Remember, we 
are in Las Vegas more than 25 years 
ago. What is the biggest problem peo-
ple have who come to see you? He said 
pornography. I was stunned. Pornog-
raphy? Yes, he said, pornography. He 
went on in some detail to tell me how 
pornography ruins people’s lives, 
breaks up marriages, and is so destruc-
tive. We have a bill dealing with grown 
men, mostly, who trade in child por-
nography. Now, shouldn’t we be able to 
pass that legislation? It establishes an 
Internet Crimes Against Children Task 
Force within the office of Justice Pro-
grams. This is something that should 
be matter of fact. It is being held up. 
We should pass this. 

I don’t know how many have had the 
experience—I think every Senator has 
had a friend or a relative or a neighbor 
who has been struck with Lou Gehrig’s 
disease. It is devastating. From the 
time this disease is discovered until 

you die is about an average of 18 
months. The ALS Registry bill would 
create a centralized database to help 
doctors and scientists better under-
stand, and hopefully find a cure, for 
Lou Gehrig’s disease. It afflicts 5,600 
Americans every year. 

Why is a registry important? When I 
first came to the Senate, I had three 
women come to visit me in my Las 
Vegas office. Those three women want-
ed to be someplace else, but they swal-
lowed their pride and their embarrass-
ment to come and visit with me. Why 
did they come to see me? Because all 
three of these women had a disease 
called interstitial cystitis. Ninety per-
cent or more of the people who get this 
disease are women. The pain is best de-
scribed as shoving slivers of glass up 
and down someone’s bladder—excru-
ciating pain. When these women came 
to see me, most all doctors thought it 
was psychosomatic. 

Well, the first thing we did with this 
disease is we worked to establish with-
in the National Institutes of Health a 
registry so people could gather infor-
mation and have it set up so people 
who are physicians in one part of the 
country could look and see what was 
going on in other parts of the country 
and the scientists could go to work on 
it. Tremendous progress has been made 
with interstitial cystitis. Doctors can 
now more easily diagnosis this. There 
is now a medicine so that 40 percent of 
the people who have this disease have 
no pain—they are symptom-free. 

One of the people who worked hard 
on this with us was a woman who was 
a professional golfer. To show you how 
difficult this disease is, this was a pro-
fessional golfer who had been a great 
athlete her whole life. She was stricken 
with this disease before she was 30 
years old. For her to try to complete a 
round of golf, she would have to go to 
the bathroom 25 or 30 times during 18 
holes of golf. Well, she is one of the 
lucky people. The medicine helped her. 
She went on to win a number of tour-
naments. She is a success story. So 
why shouldn’t we be able to start with 
Lou Gehrig’s disease, as we did with 
this dread disease, interstitial cystitis, 
which now people clearly recognize is 
not psychosomatic. 

Another piece of legislation in this 
package is the Christopher and Dana 
Reeve Paralysis Act. We all know ‘‘Su-
perman’’ was in a horse accident and 
was paralyzed. This legislation would 
enhance the cooperation of research, 
rehabilitation, and quality of life for 
people who suffer from paralysis. Not 
only would this bill accelerate the dis-
covery of better treatments and cures, 
but it would help improve the daily 
lives of 2 million Americans who are 
awaiting a cure. 

So I would hope that we, moving for-
ward on this legislation, will get sup-
port from colleagues on this side of the 
aisle. We should not have one or two 
Senators stop everything from moving 
forward. People say: Well, why don’t 
you do something about it? Madam 
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